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good shape, and the members felt that we had imposed long 
enough on Ionic." 

1929 witnessed the disastrous stock market crash 
which ushered in a decade of depression. During these lean 
years only 50 new members were acquired by initiatipn of 
affiliation, the minimum number in any year being three. 
However normal loss due to death and demit resulted in a net 
increase of about ten. Some significant events did occur during 
the hungry 30's. An Ottawa medical man. Dr. Dobie, became 
Grand Master, and Grand Lodge convened in Ottawa during his 
term. In 1938, while attending Grand Lodge, Earle Roy of 
Acacia Westboro (as our lodge was then known) met with Bruce 
Peane and Bruce Beasley of Acacia 61 Hamilton, Jim Pickard of 
Acacia 430 Toronto, and Frank Lawson of Acacia 580 London. 
"All Acacia" was conceived, and the following spring the first 
All Acacia night was held in Hamilton. In 1940, Toronto was the 
host lodge. War intervened, and the All Acacia gatherings were 
suspended, to be reconvened in London in 1946, followed in 
successive years by Ottawa, Hamilton and Toronto. May 1951, 
Acacia 71 of Buckingham, Quebec, attend the All Acacia night in 
Ottawa, and received due credit for providing so many founding 
members as well as the name for Acacia 561. Acacia Detroit 
attended the London meeting in 1954 as the special guests of 
London, but became a part of the All Acacia function the 
following year at Ottawa, and served as the host lodge in 1956. 
Each spring when thoughts turn to the gathering of the Acacia 
Lodges, Earle Roy has a part in the arrangements. He has 
personally attended each of the All Acacia meetings. 1970 will 
again bring the function to Ottawa. 

A 25th party was held in 1945 under the chairmanship 
of W. Bro. Craig Hobbs, when W.C. Hopper was the ruling 
masler. Ten of the original 33 charter members were still 
members of the lodge. 

UntH 1945, Installation of officers was performed In t 

January. However Bert Hopper and his officers retained their 
positions for 18 months, and in that year installation was 
changed to June. 

February 17, 1960, Acacia 561 celebrated its 40th 
birthday with a party under the chairmanship of Malcolm 
Thomson. Only two charter members remained on the roll, 
Keith Stewart and Edwin Clarke. At the time of writing this, 
Edwin Clarke is the sole survivor, and hopefully with be one of 
the honoured participants on January 23rd, 1970. Keith and 
Edwin participated in the 40th birthday to telling the brethren 
some of the details of the birth of Acacia 561 and the early 
years of her existence. Other past masters, Rug Shouldice, 
George Clarkson, and Wib Moffatt (with Gord Kenyon) reviewed 
the decades as the 30's, 40's and the 50's respectively. Tier 
written reports form a valuable contribution to the lodge 
archives. 

Various gifts were presented to the lodge at this party. 
The regalia of VW. Bro. G.T. Wild who had passed away two 
years previously, was presented by his son W. Bro. G.A. Wild. 
Symbolic working tools of his own making were presented by 
George Clarkson. A picture of the ruling master and his officers 
was presented by Aubrey Peacock on behalf of the officers, and 
received by Collin C. Ullico, the Worshipful Master. In a special 
ceremony, the new Altar Cloth was unveiled as a gift from the 
past masters. A new Bible had been presented to Acacia five 
years earlier by W. Bro. H. Alan Hyde-Clarke. 

A petition was presented to The Grand Master, MW. 
Bro. F.W. Harcourt, praying for a Dispensation for a Lodge to be 
known as Acacia, and signed by the following Brethren; 

Rt. Wor. Bro. FA Heney, Ottawa West.
 
Rt. Wor. Bro. Charles McBurney, Lachute, Que.
 
Rt. Wor. Bro. C.J. Staniforth, Arundel, Que.
 
Rt. Wor. Bro. Edwin Clarke, Ottawa.
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Rt. Wor. Bro. Donald A. MacEachern, Westboro. 
Wor. Bro. William Louttit, Ottawa. 
Wor. Bro. W.J. Cairns, Westboro. 
Wor. Bro. H.A. Crain, Westboro. 
Wor. Bro. D.N. Dwyer, Ottawa 
Wor. Bro. Thomas Shore, Shawville, Que. 
Wor. Bro. F. McNaughton, Montreal, Que. 
Wor. Bro. Malcolm McNaughton, Huntingdon. 
Wor. Bro. A.H. Taylor, Beamsville. 
Wor. Bro. J. Howard Halpenny, Westboro. 
Bro. Mortimer N. Cummings, Westboro. 
Bro. G. Keith Stewart, Ottawa. 
Bro. P.M. Hastey, Westboro. 
Bro. A.P. McLennan, Westboro. 
Bro. C.A. Roy, Woodroffe. 
Bro. G. Jamieson, Ottawa. 
Bro. G.T. Wild, Ottawa. 
Bro. A.E. Kemp, Westboro. 
Bro. J.G. Murray, Ottawa. 
Bro. John Gamble, Westboro. 
Bro. W.F. Bell, Britannia. 
Bro. W.L. Graham, Britannia. 
Bro. A.J. Holloway, Westboro. 
Bro. W.A. Dier, Westboro. 
Bro. L.L. Derby, Westboro. 
Bro. J.H. Pratt, Buckingham, Que. 
Bro. Percy May, Westboro. 
Bro. H.J. Mullan, Hudson Heights, P.Q. 
Bro. M. Farquharson, Montreal, P.Q. 

The petition was granted and a Dispensation issued 
naming R.W. Bro. D.A. MacEachern, Master, Bro. J. Howard 
Halpenny, Senior Warden, and Bro. -M.N. Cummings, Junior 
Warden. 
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A survey of the lodge will reveal that many members, 
past and present, are remembered by the thoughtful gifts that 
have been contributed throughout the years. The beautiful set of 
gavels and columns designed by Bro. Otto Thoms, was 
presented on behalf of Mrs. Hopper and family by Bro. Laurie 
Hopper January 1968, in memory of his brother W. Bro. W.C. 
Hopper who had passed away in 1965. Gord Halliday arranged 
the ceremony, and W. Bro. Don Wood accepted on behalf of the 
lodge. Malcolm Thomson is the proud possessor of the Past 
Master's Jewel which was originally presented to the master 
who initiated him, W. Bro. F.L. Thompson, and which was given 
to the lodge by his widow just before Malcolm was due to 
receive one. At the regular meeting in February 1959, when 
Ionic 526 and Temple 665 were paying a fraternal visit, Albert 
Irwin donated the portrait of the Queen which graces the east 
wall over the Master's chair, and W.L. (Wib) Moffatt, the 
Worshipful Master, received it on behalf of Acacia. Charlie 
Farley, a past master of Ionic Lodge, and a regular attender at 
Acacia contributed his skill in the construction of cupboards, 
and made the pattern for the memorial plaque which honours the 
two members from Westboro Temple, Wm. F. Roy of Ionic and 
Allan G. Lillico of Acacia, who made the supreme sacrifice in 
World War II. Several members have contributed books to the 
library shelves. 

One of the delightful events through the years has been 
the annual exchange of visits between Acacia and her mother 
lodge Ionic. In 1950 they collaborated in the formation of a new 
lodge named Temple, 665, with Charlie Derry of Ionic as the 
first ruling master. Since then the three lodges have exchanged 
visits and made joint arrangements for the annual church 
service. In 1968 an Acacia committee with W. Bro. J.H. 
Johnston as chairman commenced the study of forming a fourth 
lodge. As a result Byton Lodge U.D. was instituted October 11, 
1969, and held its first regular meeting on November 20 with 
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R.W. Bro. Colin C. Ullico as ruling master. 
Through the years members of Acacia Lodge have 

shared in the Grand Lodge honours that have come to this 
district. In 1939 the name of Arthur P. McLennan was put 
forward, and in 1941 he was elected as the DDGM, a position he 
graced with dignity and kindliness. arthur had been initiated into 
Acacia #71 Buckingham Quebec, joined Ionic, and subsequently 
was a charter member of Acacia 561 and Temple 665. He was 
our first secretary, ruling master in 1926, and SUbsequently 
served the lodge in various capacities as chaplain and 
secretary. 

George T. Wild, father of George A. Wild, was also a 
charter member of Acacia 561 and served as ruling master in 
1929. As a skilled carpenter he was continually doing little 
chores for the lodge, a cupboard for regalia and a frame for the 
charter being especially noted in the minutes. As a devoted 
mason he made himself available in the conduct of the lodge and 
in the instruction of junior members whenever possible. In 
1940 he had the honour of installing his son George A. Wild in 
the chair of King Solomon. On the recommendation of R.W. Bro. 
J.E. Gamble, he was appointed Grand Tyler in 1941. The 
following January, W. Bro. WA (Wally) Dier presented G.T. 
Wild with the Grand Lodge regalia which had been purchased for 
him by the lodge. 

Wally Dier, a charter members, master in 1924, 
secretary for several years (in fact until his death in 1950), 
and district secretary during Arthur McLennan's year as 
DDGM, was appointed Grand Steward in 1942. The lodge readily 
voted the acquisition of Grand Lodge regalia which was 
presented in a happy ceremony by Arthur McLennan. 

It will be noted from the roster of ruling masters that 
H. Alan Hyde-Clarke served twice, the second time due to the 
posting away of Carl Sweet the Senior Warden. Alan was active 
not only in Acacia, but was well known in masonic circles 

". 

I 
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COMMllTEES FOR 1!It\9-70 

Com.rnJttee of General Purpose 

Bro. Senior Warden. Chairman, all Officers, 
:all Past Masters, and Bros. G. Fleck, W. 
McKissock, R. Robertson. G. Gordon, and B. 
~tath:ttm. 

Entertahtmenl 

Bro. Junior Warden. Chairman, aU Officers, 
and Bms. W. McKissock. and P. Adams. 

VisIting the SIde: 

Bro. Senior Warden. Chairman, all Officers. 
and Br-os. Robbie Robertson, 722~2242, and 
George Hobson. 122-3956. 

MasonIc Education 

War. Bro. J. H. Johnson and Wor. Bro. K 
Campbell. 

Benevolence 
Vy. Wor. Bro. P. R. Halpenny, Chairman. 

and all Past Masters. 

BIDotI Donor1 
Bra. W. McKissock, Chairman, and Bro. 

D. Archambault. 

All Acada Re~Unt()ns 

Bros. G. MacDonald, and S. C Grano. 

Historian
 
WO'f. Bro. M. M. Thont!;(ln
 

Candidate Instruction
 
Bros. R. Coombes. and F. Novak.
 

1920 :md prescnt day, indicating :lctivitics that It:tvc dcveloped over the yeats 

OFFICERS OF ACACIA LODGE, 1965-70 

Wor. Bro. J. A. Statham 
Wor.	 Bro. W. D. Archambault 

Bro. S. C. Gr8tto 
Bro. G. E. MacDonald 
Bro. S. G. Sweltenham 
Bro. F. D. Thompson 

Vy. Wor. Bro. C. W. Carson . 
Bro. R. Coombe. 
Bro. F. Novak 

Wor.	 Bro. D. Wood 
Bro. A. Sewell 
Bro. A. V. William. . 
Bro. R. 5. Hobson 
Bro. G. A. Maryan 
Bro. J. Friesen 

AudItors 

W.M. 
I.P.M. 

S.W. 
l.W. 

Chaplain 
. Treasurer 

Secretary 
S.I? 
1_0. 
D.C. 
I.G. 

. . 5.5. 

.. J .5. 
Organist 

Tyler 

Bros. E. C. Connelly and H. A. Morrl!wn. 

REPRESEl'rrATlVES 

Past Masters, Masters and Wardens 
AssOC!.tatton 

Wor. Bro. W. D. Archambault. 

A.bbotsford Davelt 

War. Bro. E. V. Lackey. 

Oltawa Ma~onte Rotlrd 0' Relief 

War. Bro. G. Wild. 

Central M.~Dnle Dureau 

Wor. Bro. E. P. Roy. 

Ctkw 
~tl~j)t A·~:5:;M. 

G.R.C. in Ontario 

instituted January 23, 1920. 

Acado lodge meets the third
 

Tuesday in each month except
 

July and AuguSl
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throughout the city. In 1951 he was appointed Grand Steward. 
Arthur McLennan, on behalf of the lodge, presented him with 
the Grand Lodge regalia which had been given to the lodge the 
previous year on the death of Wally Dier. Alan Hyde-Clarke was 
deeply impressed by the dual honour thus bestowed on him. 

A protege of Alan's was Albert Irwin, a former railway 
associated who on retirement found masonry an outlet for his 
energies. He became thoroughly familiar with the ritual, so that 
he could be called upon at a moments notice. Also he was active 
as chairman of the visiting committee, and occupied his 
accustomed seat at every meeting. On motion of Alan Hyde
Clarke he was recommended for the Wm. Mercer Wilson medal 
in 1957. Alan died later that year, and so was not present when 
Malcolm Thomson on behalf of the lodge made the presentation 
to Bro. Irwin in March 1958. 

Percy R. Halpenny, one of the first initiates in Acacia 
Lodge, and master in 1942, was recommended for Grand Lodge 
honours by the officers of Acacia Lodge. Not only has he been 
consistent in his devotion to the lodge, having been treasurer 
for 25 years, and served on the Westboro Temple Company 
Board of Directors (19 years as President), he has been active 
in the support of his church and in the community assistance to 
crippled children. He was appointed Grand Steward in 1959, and 
presented with Grand Lodge regalia on behalf of the lodge by 
Malcolm Thomson. This was followed next year by the 
presentation of his life membership certificate by W.C. (Bert) 
Hopper. 

In 1966 Colin C. Lillieo became the second member from 
Acacia Lodge to be honoured by the brethren of the District 
when he was elected as DDGM. His secretary for the year, Cliff 

I Carson, was in turn honoured for his zeal by the appointment to 
I 
I the office of Grand Steward. It was another highlight when Cliff 
I was presented with his Grand Lodge regalia 
I 
I 
I 
! 
I 
I 
----_. 

by Colin Ullico on behalf of the lodge. 
Acacia was initially composed of a number of travellers 

whose business took them away from the city during the week, 
and brought them home for the weekend. The third Friday of the 
month was selected as the day for the meeting, with the 
Committee of General Purposes convening on Wednesday before. 
After the war, and particularly with the grOWing 
tendency to commence the weekend activities Friday night, it 
became increasingly apparent that Friday was the worst night 
of the week for the meeting. So in 1948 the night was changed 
to the third Tuesday of the month with the Committee of 
General Purposes meeting on Monday. 

For 17 years, following the change in 1945, the newly 
elected officers of Acacia Lodge were installed in the third 
week of June, and the members enjoyed a traditional feed of 
strawberry shortcake in the social period which followed. 
However June can be accompanied by uncomfortably warm 
weather. So in 1962 nominations and installation were 
advanced to April and May respectively. It does not seem to 
have changed the habit of serving strawberry shortcake, but it 
has assured more favourable weather conditions, and fewer 
brethren distracted by outdoor activities. Grand Lodge 
approved the request that Garry Fee be granted to status of 
Paster Master after only eleven months in the Master's Chair. 

Masonic Education has been presented by various 
members of the lodge through the years. After having served 
as Master in 1935, Earle Roy became the principal spokesman, 
and prepared several interesting presentations. He is still a 
contributor. Similarly, after his term as Master in 1950-51, 
Malcolm Thomson assumed chairmanship of this committee and 
prepared many group presentations. Others who have given 
similar thought to Masonic Education agree that it is an avenue 
of participation that can do much to stimulate attendance. To be 
successful, it requires a continuity of thought, activity and 

• 
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time which most brethren find difficult to contribute. advances in the days ahead, one may ponder the future of 
The early By-laws of the lodge must have been Masonry in general and Acacia 561 in particular. What part will 

" unsatisfactory because they were continually be revised. In 
1956, when R.CA (Rich) Thurston was rUling master, they 
were re-written by a committee composed of W. Bros. Malcolm 
Thomson, and Earle Roy, and Bro. R.A. (Dick) Bell, and 
subsequently approved by M.W. Bro. W.L. Wright, Grand 
Master. Recently another revision has been prepared by W. Bro. 
W.M. Dicks. 

In the following list of lodge officers, one can see at a 
glance some names that have not previously appeared. T.H.G. 
(Gordon) Kenyon, a past mater of Ionic who affiliated with 
Acacia in 1949, took over the secretarial duties on the death of 
Wally Dier in January 1950. Members 
of Acacia shared in the pleasure when in 1964 Gordon was 
appointed Grand Steward. 

Acacia had no regular organist until Bro. R.G. (Dick) 
Barnett joined in 1935, and he remained organist until 1942 
when he started through the chairs. Subsequent posting form 
Ottawa prevented him from completing his journey to the 
Master's chair. George Maryan has completed ten years as 
organist, and his regular attendance adds much to the conduct 
of regular meetings. One could continue to enumerate, but the 
list of those who have served as Worshipful Master, 
Secretary, Treasurer and Organist, is eloquent. 

Masonic Lodges are given many opportunities to 
contribute to worthy causes both local and national. The 
minutes reveal that Acacia has supported war time relief, blood 
donor service, western flood relief, and has made small 
donations each year to local organizations. About 12 years ago 
a wheel chair was purchased to assist a Mason or a member of 
his family when required. The chair, in charge of the Junior 
Warden, has been in continuous service through the years. 

As one anticipated an acceleration in technological 

I 

we play in the future development of Canada? Those who can 
look back over much of the past 50 years express the hope that 
those who guide the affairs of Acacia during the next half 
century will be given the insight and the courage to grasp the 
opportunities as they arise to serve the community and their 
fellow man. 



Acacia Lodge A.F. & A. M.
 
60th Anniversary
 

A Review of the 70's -- by -- Wor. Bro. M. M. Thomson
 

As previously noted, the 25th and 40th anniversaries 
of Acacia Lodge NO.561 were recognized by special 
celebrations. In like manner the 50th and now the 60th 
milestones have been given special attention, and in these two 
the chairman of the organizing committee was Stan Gratto. 

A special feature of the 50th was the presentation to 
each member of a written history of the lodge. At the 60th, 
highlights of the life of the lodge, with special reference to the 
past 10 years, were presented by Malcolm Thomson. He was 
then invested with the jewel of Lodge Historian, an office 
recently established throughout the jurisdiction by Grand Lodge. 

Also to mark the occasion, new altar lights which are 
neon glow displaying the Masonic square and compass, were 
presented by Stan Gratto. 

The guest speaker of the occasion was Wor. Bro. Walter 
H. Mortlock of Hastings, Ontario. His historical review showed 
that the Craft had experienced many adversities, but had 
survived. And his forecast was that Freemasonry will continue 
to survive. 

In the past decade ten new men have occupied the Chair 
of King Solomon, three have served as Secretary and one man 
has been Treasurer. One cannot speak too highly of those whose 
function it is to maintain the records and guard the financial 
health of the lodge. Hence to Cliff Carson, Gerry MacDonald, 
Wilf Newbury and Ford Thompson, Acacia acknowledges its 
indebtedness for the high calibre of service rendered to the 
lodge. For three years there was no official Organist because 
Malcolm Inglis had commenced his journey through the chairs. 
But he frequently sat at the organ to enhance the meeting when 
the occasion required. It was a pleasure to all when the former 
Organist, George Maryan, returned to Ottawa and resumed his 
position. 

War. Master 
1970-71 S.C.GraUo 
1971-72 G.E.MacDonald) 

l 
1972-73 F.Novak 
1973-74 A.B.B.Seweli 
1974-75 A.V.williams 
1975-76 R.S.Hobson 
1976-77 G.Wiliiams 

J.H.Johnson 
1977-78 W.M.lnglis 
1978-79 D.M.Zwicker 
1979-80 R.Siwicky 
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Secretary Treasurer Organist 
C.w.Carson F.D.Thompson W.M.lnglis 
" 
G. E. MacDonald " 

none 

W.A.Newbury 

G.A.Maryan 

G.E.MacDonald 

The By-laws of the lodge were revised in 1973. 
The accumulated enrolment of the lodge rose from 603 

to 651 during this decade, an acquisition of 48. Howe\lar the 
active membership dropped from 298 in December 1969 to 245 
( 75 of whom are non-resident) in December 1979, a loss of 
53. It was a downward trend that has persisted since 1962. 
Average attendance at meetings has hovered around 38 to 40, 
indicating that distractions of one kind or another have had 
their impact. 

Some rewarding experiences have occurred. Bytown 
Lodge NO.721 was constituted and consecrated on October 21, 
1970, by Most Wor. Bro.W.K. Bailey. The Acacia gavels and 
columns, which were made surplus by the Hopper Memorial gift 
of 1968, were presented by Wor.Bro. J. Statham to the new 
lodge. It has been a pleasure to see the offspring grow and

'\ prosper, and to exchange visits annually. Joe Johnson,
 
chairman of the founding committee, inspired the Masters of his
 .41 year, 1966 -67, to provide a Volume of the Sacred Law for 
Bytown , and Wor.Bro.Gordon Halliday emblazoned the names of 
the donors together with the names of the charter members in 
the fly leaf. 
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Through the years Acacia has made an annual grant to 
Glebe Centre, formerly known as Abbotsford Manor, and has 
appointed an Acacia member to sit on the Board of Directors. 
For many years Wor. Bro. Elmer Lackey was the 
representative, followed in 1976 by Bro. Henry Mains. 

Also Acacia has supported the Masonic Choir, both 
financially and with manpower. Seven members now sing with 
this distinguished group. 

When Grand Lodge organized the HELP program ( Hearing 
for Every Living Person ), Acacia responded enthusiastically, 
and with its contribution of $1,674.00, led all other lodges of 
the Ottawa Districts No.1 and NO.2. Rt. Wor. Bro. G.E. 
MacDonald was appointed by Grand Lodge as the chairman of the 
HELP Program in the four adjacent districts in Eastern Ontario. 
The overwhelming response by the Freemasons of Ontario far 
exceeded expectations. The objective of $300,000.00 became a 
$600,000.00 reality, and this part of the Masonic Foundation 
of Ontario is now able to provide an annual grant to the Ontario 
Deafness Foundation substantially more than was anticipated. 

The Masonic Foundation is a fund that has grown through 
contributions and bequests, and the proceeds of it are used for 
benevolence. During the year that she accompanied Gerry on his 
DDGM duties, Christine MacDonald requested that the usual gift 
to the DDGM's wife take the form of a contribution to the fund, 
thereby causing something in excess of $200.00 to be 
contributed. Her example has been followed by other DDGM's 
wives. 

Grand Lodge Honours have continued to come to members 
of Acacia No.561. In 197, Earle Roy was rewarded for his 
contributions to the craft by being appointed a Grand Steward. 
Gerry MacDonald,in 1976, became the third member of Acacia 
No.561 to be elected by the brethren of the district as District 
Deputy Grand Master. Gerry's Secretary, Stan Gratto, was 
subsequently appointed a Grand Steward. 
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The year before his election to DDGM, Gerry commenced 
a monthly news letter, Acaciana, which went out with the 
summons. The following year, and for the next five years, Joe 
Johnson continued this valuable service. Gerry also initiated a 
program of visitation. Members were encouraged to attend on 
emergent nights when no degree work was planned. They would 
then be organized into teams and sent to the homes of sick, 
elderly and shut-in brethren. The activity brought praise from 
all sides, though it didn't seem to increase attendance 
significantly. Gerry encouraged the program throughout the 
district during his year as DDGM. In the subsequent report of 
the committee on the condition of Freemasonry in Ontario, the 
program was noted as one which would benefit every lodge 
within the jurisdiction. 

When George Williams was posted to St. John's, NFLD 
early in his year as master, Joe Johnson filled the breach by 
serving as acting master. George was granted dispensation by 
Grand Lodge to receive the title of Past Master. 

A great honour to Acacia has been the fact that Rt Wor 
Bro Colin C. Lillico, following his term as DDGM, was appointed 
to the Board of General Purposes of Grand Lodge, and has been 
elected to the Board for successive terms to the present time. 
There are only 28 members on the Board, and these have to be 
selected from more than 600 lodges. Acacia can also bask in the 
honours that have come to another member, Reg Coombes, who 
was transferred to Nova Scotia, and has since become a Grand 
Lodge officer of that jurisdiction. 

Gordon Forde, one of the most faithful of the past 
masters, is a frequent visitor to other lodges in the 
jurisdiction. Because of his complete command of the ritual, he 
is frequently called on to fill in at a moment's notice, both at 
home and in a sister lodge. 

The year after he served as master, Ab Sewell 
commenced the Fifty Year Album in which are recorded the 
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biographies of those members who have accumulated fifty 
years of membership in the lodge. Through the years 23 
members have attained this distinction. In November 1977, 
when Wor Bro W.C. Hobbs was presented with his button, and 
his biography was read in lodge, he responded by presenting a 
Canadian flag with a floor standard. It is proudly displayed at 
all regular meetings. At our 60th Anniversary,in 1980, Ab 
read the biography of Wor Bro C. Vibert Craig who was present 
to receive the applause of the brethren. 

When Edwin Clarke, the last surviving charter member 
of Acacia 561, passed away in 1977, his daughters made a 
financial gift in his memory which was used to inaugurate a 
building fund. In similar vein, members of the lodge have, 
throughout the years, given or bequeathed their Temple shares 
to the lodge. 

"All Acacia" exchanges, instituted 42 years ago, have 
continued with Acacia 561 serving as host in 1970, 1975, and 
1979. Earle Roy, who was a member of the founding 
committee, was chairman of the Acacia 561 reunion committee 
until failing health overtook him. Since then Stan Gratto, 
followed by Joe Taylor have taken the lead. More recently, 
through the initiative of Joe Johnson, Acacia and Bytown have 
enjoyed exchanges with Seneca River Lodge in Baldwinsville, 
New York. 

Acacia Lodge A.F. & A. M.
 
75th Anniversary
 

A review of the 80's & 90's -- by R.W.Bro.A.B.B.Sewell
 

The decade of the 80's proved to be very interesting 
both in Acacia and in our Grand Jurisdiction. The offices of 
Master, Secretary, Treasurer and Organist were filled as 
follows; 

Wor.Master Secretary Treasurer Organist 
1980-81 JAStatham G.E.MacDonald F.D.Thompson G.A.Maryan 
1981-82 R.F.E.Kempster " " 
1982-83 W.T.Gordon 
1983-84 M.J.Jackson 
1984-85 N.B.Lillico 
1985-86 B.B.Quinney 
1986-87 L.W.Casey 
1987-88 S.V.Campbell HAMorrison M.W.lnglis 
1988-89 H.A.Macmillan " 
1989-90 RW.Price 

During this perio<;j the Mentors Program was instituted 
by Grand Lodge during the stewardship of Grand Master Lou 
Copeland. It began with vigour and has continued with 
undiminished enthusiasm. The program provided for every new 
member to meet with designated members of the lodge before 
initiation and after each degree and to receive, at that time, 
prearranged lectures. He also had the opportunity to ask 
questions about the degree conferred. Ab Sewell served as the 
Supervisor of the four (4) Eastern Ontario Masonic Districts 
for the period 1991-92-93-94. 

Acacia was indeed proud to see one of its members, 
Reginald Coombes, elected to the office of Grand Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia and afterwards as D.D.G.M. of 
Halifax District NO.6 of the Grand Lodge of N.S. Following his 
investiture as Junior Warden of Acacia (1970) Reg, a 
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Lieutenant Commander in the R.C.N., was transferred to 
Halifax, N.S. and promptly affiliated with and became W. 
Master of Composite Lodge NO.105. In March 1989 Acacia 
Lodge extended congratulations to R. W. Bro. Coombes on the 
occasion of his receiving the Grand Lodge of N.S. Award for 
Meritorious Service. 

Further honours came to Acacia when Ab Sewell was 
elected by the brethren of Ottawa District No.1, in 1986-87, to 
the office of D.D.G.M. He was the fourth member of Acacia so 
honoured; Ray Kempster was his District Secretary. In 1987 
Ray was appointed a Grand Steward for his services to the 
craft and was presented with his regalia, by R. W. Bro. Sewell, 
at a regular meeting of Acacia Lodge on October 20th, 1987. In 
addition, V. W. Bro. Kempster, following a Ray Kempster Night 
at Acacia Lodge, and on motion of the lodge received, in 1989, 
the Grand Master's Meritorious Service Award. This honour 
was bestowed for Ray's many years of dedicated service to the 
Craft, his career in the R.C.A.F. and his humanitarian work in 
the community. 

Acacia Lodge had an additional surge of pride and held a 
Wilfred Newbury Night, on April 20, 1988, in recognition of the 
dedicated service rendered by Wilf Newbury to his Country, 
Church, Community and the Craft. On the unanimous 
recommendation of Acacia Lodge the Grand Lodge was pleased 
to award him the William Mercer Wilson Medal. At a Regular 
Meeting of the Lodge on April 17, 1990, Bro. Newbury received 
the William Mercer Wilson Medal from R. W. Bro. N. E. Byrne, 
Deputy Grand Master. 

St.Aidan's College NO.68 of the York Rite Sovereign 
College of North America honoured W. Bro. M. W. Inglis with the 
Gold Award given to members of the Order for outstanding and 
unselfish service to the Craft. The presentation was made on, 
May 21,1991, at a Regular Meeting of Acacia Lodge by the 
Governor of St.Aidan's College, R. W. Bro. R. M. Boone. 
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Members of Acacia Lodge present who were also members of 
St. Aidan's were; Brothers R.F.E. Kempster, W. H. Waddington 
and A.B.B.Sewell. 

Acacia continued its participation in district activities 
and kept alive its traditions in the Masonic Choir, blood 
donations, golf and curling. The visitation program developed by 
Gerry MacDonald continued throughout the 80's, as well as, the 
biographical sketches for the 50 Year Book. Also continued with 
great enthusiasm was the Roll Call of brethren at the December 
regular meeting followed by Len Baird leading the brethren in a 
sing song of Christmas Carols during the festive board. The 
tradition has been established that the December meeting be 
preceded by a dinner of pancakes, sausages and baked beans 
prepared by R.W.Bro. G.E. MacDonald, the Junior Warden and 
his committee. 

Fraternal visits with other lodges have been a very 
enjoyable part of Masonic life at Acacia. It is hoped that the 
friendships established during these visits will continue to gain 
strength in the years ahead. On several occasions Acacia was 
privileged to receive the R.C.M.P. Degree Team for the purpose 
of conferring the Third Degree. Acacia is thankful to this degree 
team whose members are such a credit to Masonry and to the 
national body of which they form a part. 

Acacia, like everybody else, was forced to introduce 
financial restraints and unfortunately one of the benefits which 
had to go was the provision of Life Membership after 25 years 
of service in the Lodge. As a replacement, Life Membership is 
now offered at initiation and, at any time thereafter, at a cost 
of ten times the current Lodge annual dues plus the Grand Lodge 
Commutation Fee. The monies accruing from the sale of Life 
Memberships are placed in a special fund bearing the name: Life 
Membership Fund. Many brethren have taken advantage of this 
change in the By-laws and the fund has shown an encouraging 
growth. The brethren who received their Life Membership 



- 24 

under the original By-law have contributed handsomely to the 
present fund both voluntarily and on appeal. This generosity, so 
akin to Acacia, is appreciated. The By -laws were also changed 
to omit the requirement of holding a Regular meeting in the 
month of June. It is also worthy of mention that the annual dues 
of the lodge have been increased to keep pace with the rising 
cost of living and the decreasing membership. Each of these 
changes in annual dues has required a corresponding change in 
the By- laws. The Lodge has met its financial obligations in 
many ways. The most memorable ventures being, (a) the 
request to the brethren for a 3 to 5 year interest free loan of 
$100.00,or multiples thereof, and, (b) a direct appeal to the 
current Life Members for a donation. Both undertakings were 
met by a generous response. The Lodge Treasury was 
strengthened by bequests of $2,000.00 and $500.00 from the 
estates of V.W.Bro. E.P.Roy, and, W. Bro. W. F. Davis, 
respectively. The financial position of the lodge has been 
bolstered by the contributions of many donors whose names are 
known only to the Secretary and Treasurer. 

On February 15, a new Volume of the Sacred Law, 
which had been purchased for the Lodge by V. W. Bro. CW. 
Carson, on behalf of the living Past Masters was placed on the 
Altar. It replaced one which had been provided some years 
previously by V. W. Bro. H. Alai Hyde-Clarke, and which had 
deteriorated. W.Bro M. M. Thomson, Historian, made the the 
formal presentation, with some historical comments, and it 
was accepted by W. Bro. W.T.Gordon, W.M. It was dedicated by 
the District Chaplain Bro. (Rev) Walter Mittler. 

Acacia Lodge has known changes in the line - up of its 
officers over the years but probably the biggest change 
occurred in the Masonic Year 1979 - 80 when both Wardens 
were forced to relinquish their offices, Le., (a) Bro.Peter 
Taylor, Senior Warden, because his work took him to 
Vancouver, B.C., and, (b) Bro. Ron Crawford, Junior Warden, 
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because of ill health. 
Gifts of various forms have come to Acacia and one of 

the most notable was a Canadian flag from W. Bro. Craig Hobbs. 
Also included was a base and a pole which permitted it to be 
easily displayed in the lodge room. In this category must be 
listed the Regalia of a Grand Steward presented to the Lodge 
from the estates of V. W. Bro. P. R. Halpenny, and, V. W. Bro. E. 
P. Roy. Accompanying the regalia was each brother's Past 
Master's Jewel for use by the Lodge. These respective estates 
also gave to the Lodge their shares in the Westboro Masonic 
Temple Corp. ' 

The decade of the nineties began with great promise and 
has not disappointed. The following officers served Acacia 
during,these last years of her 75 years of existence; 

Wor. Master Secretary Treasurer Orgahist 
1990-91 O.M.Campbell G.E.tv!acOonald H.A.Morrison MW.lnglis. 
1991-92 OW.Archambault " 
1992 GW.Bent (May-Sep)" 
1992-93 B.B.Quinney (Nov~May) " 
1993-94 M.J.Jackson ,,' 

1994-95 W:T.Gordoll 

. Over the past 15 years Acacia has distinguished' herself 
in the various District and Grand Lodge activities and has thus 
maintained her enviable record of service to .. the Craft. It is 
worthy of note that Gerry MacDonald has served Acacia for 
nineteen (19) years as Secretary and that during that period 
he served seven (7) year~ as a member of the Long Range 
Planning Committee of Grand Lodge and seven (7) years as an 
appointed Member of the Board of General Purposes of Grand 
Lodge. On April 25,19g0,he was appointed by the Grand Lodge 
of Nuevo Leon (MexiCo) as its Grand Representative near the 
Grand Lodge of Cctnada in the Province of ,ontario. 
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Acacia has continued its practice of making a 
contribution to the Masonic Foundation of Ontario, in lieu of 
flowers, as a memorial tribute to a deseased brother. 

A very inovative program of Plays and Skits were 
presented by the brethren for the enjoyment and edification of 
Acacia and other lodges and Masonic Bodies in Eastern Ontario. 
These were under the direction of R. W. Bro. G.E. MacDonald and 
included "The Greatest of These" by Carl H. Claudy and 
Serendipity. In addition Acacia has had Guest Speakers, several 
Quiz programs and many evenings of Masonic Education and 
Instruction. All were well received with invitations for repeat 
performances. 

Acacia has continued to support actively the 
maintenance and refurbishing of the Westboro Masonic Temple 
by way of remodelling the kitchen, painting the dining hall, 
sanding and varnishing the dining hall floor, reupholstering the 
seats in the lodge room,resetting the carpet on the lodge floor, 
cleaning the furnace and storage area in the basement, financial 
contributions, etc. 

On a regular basis Acacia has taken its turn at hosting 
the All Acacia Reunion and in travelling to other Lodges to 
observe the event when hosted by other lodges. This 
celebration has taken place with notable success and is a tribute 
to the enthusiasm, dedication and organizational skill of the 
committee. 

In 1989 our Grand Lodge, out of concern for the drug 
abuse in our society, initiated a project whereby the brethren 
of the jurisdiction could make contributions to a fund the 
revenue from which would be donated annually to help youth 
involved in the drug abuse program. The theme of this fund was 
called "Nip Drugs in the Bud" and Acacia contributed $4,527.00 
or 128.8% of its objective. Acacia stood well in Ottawa 
District 1. 

In 1986-87 Acacia again contributed generously to a 
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program by our Grand Lodge whereby the brethren of the 
jurisdiction could help the less advantaged members of our 
society. This program was called "Voice: Hearing Impaired 
Children" and Acacia gave $1,520.00. 

To commemmorate its 125th Anniversary our Grand 
Lodge, in 1980, struck a Special Coin to mark the occasion and 
Acacia bought 75 coins for resale to the brethren. Our Grand 
Lodge has travelled an enviable path since its institution in 
1855. 

Innovation has been one of Acacia's strong points 
through the years and in 1989 it undertook a daring move. It 
opened its doors to the general public and invited all and sundry 
to enter the lodge room, meet the officers and members, listen 
to short explanatory talks on selected topics and ask questions. 
The program was enthusiastically undertaken and admirably 
executed by the W. Master and his officers and enjoyed by all; 
especially the visitors. A new design and format were 
developed for the summons. The Secretary is to be 
congratulated for his efforts in this regard. But the graphics 
still bear the distinctive work of Wor. Bro. Gordon E. Halliday 
and is much enjoyed by the brethren. The summons has been 
accompanied by "The Twig of Acacia" newsletter, which was 
initiated by Bro. W. H. Waddington and is now being carried on 
by Bro. Mike Jenkyns. The Twig is a worthwhile effort and is 
welcomed by the brethren of Acacia. The Summer months of 
1994 saw the first baseball draft ( contest ) initiated at Acacia 
and the results made known through The Twig. It is expected 
that a similar "draft" for both baseball and hockey will continue 
on an annual basis. 

In March 1988 Acacia mourned the passing of 
Bro.Richard A. Bell former Private Secretary to Prime 
Minister R.B.Bennett, and later Minister in the Diefenbaker 
Cabinets. 

Acacia's concern for absent brethren has manifested 
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itself through the visitation program, as well as, a full 
participation in the visitation program developed jointly by all 
Canadian Grand Lodges. Under the aegis of this program a lodge 
would send the name and address of a brother residing in a 
sister jurisdiction to that Grand Jurisdiction requesting that 
the brother be visited and a report of that visit sent to his 
mother lodge. Acacia had many of its brethren in sister 
jurisdictions visited under this program. Acacia, for its part, 
gladly returned the favour on many an occasion. 

The Blood Donor Program has always held a place of 
honour in the hearts of Acacia brethren. This position of 
priority has been maintained in spite of the fact that Acacia has 
never won The Dr. Macintosh Trophy, emblematic of the Blood 
Donations Championship in the Ottawa Masonic Districts; 
donations vs lodge membership. 

In the booklet containing the history of Acacia Lodge 
A.F. & F.M., No.561, G.R.C. in Ontario; 1920 - 1970, our 
Historian, W. Bro. Malcolm M. Thomson, diagrammatically set 
out on one page, (a) Total Registration, (b) Total Active 
Membership, and, (c) Average Weekly Attendance of Members 
over the first 50 years of Acacia's existence. In keeping with 
that practice the present history presents the same headings 
for the years 1970 to 1994 inclusive. 

Selected events in the life of Acacia Lodge, as drawn 
from the Lodge records, have been expanded upon and recounted 
annually, in lodge, by the Lodge Historians, W. Bro. M.M. 
Thomson, (1985 - 89), V. W. Bro. CW. Carson (1989 - 92) and 
R. W. Bro. Ab Sewell (1992 -95). Malcolm Thomson was the 
first to be invested into that office after its institution as a 
Lodge Office by Grand Lodge and had maintained an active 
interest in Acacia's history prior to his 1985 investiture. The 
new office of Lodge Historian has been actively filled by Past 
Masters of Acacia who have maintained the lodge history "up to 
date". 

----"---"""."---.. -- .. " ."... , II 
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Acacia took great pride when another brother, V.W. 
Bro. Gordon Forde, was awarded The Gold Award by S1. Aidan's 
College No. 68 of the York Rite Sovereign College of North 
America. The presentation was made at the Regular Meeting of 
Acacia Lodge in September, 1984, by the Governor of S1. 
Aidan's College, Robert F. Gordon. The latter was accompanied 
by Bert Mennie, the Grand Governor for the Province of 
Ontario. 

The Committee expresses its gratitude to the 
Secretary, R.W.Bro. MacDonald for the use of the lodge records 
and for his assistance in their review. The proof reading 
services of Mrs Sylvia Morrison are acknowledged by the 
Committee with sincere appreciation and gratitude. Mrs Sheryl 
Larabie's work of typing the contents of the 50 year booklet on 
computer disc is also gratefully acknowledged. The kindness, 
knowledge and skill of both these ladies have helped greatly in 
making this publication a reality. 

Committee: A.B.B. Sewell, Chairman, 
M.M. Thomson, 
G.E. Halliday, and, 
C.W. Carson, Historian Emeritus. 

G.E. MacDonald	 B.F. Burchill 
Secretary	 Worshipful Master 

1996-97 
November 1996 
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1957/58 CW. CarsonWor.Master Secretary Treasurer Organist 
1958/59 W.L. Moffat C.W. Carson George Maryan 

1920 D.A. MacEachern AP. McLennan A.E. Kemp 1959/60 Colin C. Lillico 

1921 "" " 1960/61 Aubrey Peacock 

1922 M.N. Cumming CW. Crockall 1961/62 Garry A. Fee 

1923 AH. Holloway " 1962/63 Gordon A. Forde 

1924 W.A. Dier 1963/64 Walter M. Dicks 

1925 G.K. Stewart " " 1964/65 L. H. Harrow 

1926 A.P. McLennan " " 1965/66 G.E. Halliday 

1927 P. Miller Hastey " " 1966/67 J.H. Johnston 

1928 W.M. Joynt D.A. MacEachern 1967/68 Donald Wood 

1929 G.T.Wild " " 1968/69 W.O. Archambault 

1930 JW. Gilchrist 19 6 9/7 0 James A. Statham " Forde Thomson 

1931 F.J.A. Old 
1932 C. Vilbert Craig Malcolm M. Thomson 

S. Grandmaison1933 January 1970I

1934 JW. Arnoll F.J.A. Old Miller Hastey 

AP. McLennan J.H.Ashfield 

1935 Earle P. Roy " S. Grandmaison RG. Barnett 

1936 CW. Crockett 
1937 H.A. Hyde-Clarke WA Dier 

1938 Fred L. Thompson 
1939 J.M,M. Spicer 
1940 G.A. Wild 
1941 HA Hyde-Clarke 
1942 Percy R Halpenny 
1943 W. Craig Hobbs G. Leslie McGee 

1944 W.C. Hopper 
1944/45 W.C. Hopper P.R Halpenny 

1945/46 Wm. F. Davis " " W.L. Elworthy 

1946/47 R.E Isbister 
1947/48 EV. Lackey C.B. Young 

1948/49 G.R. Shouldice " W.L. Elworthy 
1949/50 J.M. Proudman T.H.G. Kenyon " C.W. Carson 
1950/51 M.M. Thomson " Aubrey Peacock 
1951/52 Geo. Clarkson 
1952/53 Ken Campbell W. Craig Hobbs 
1953/54 Roy A. Mason 
1954/55 W.J. Taylor 
1955/56 RCA Thurston W.L. Elworthy 
1956/57 J.JW. Darwin J.M Proudman 



Year 

1970/71 
1971/72 
1972/73 
1973/74 
1974/75 
1975/76 
1976/77 

1977/78 
1978/79 
1979/80 
1980/81 
1981/82 
1982/83 
1983/84 
1984/85 
1985/86 
1986/87 
1987/88 
1988/89 
1989/90 
1990/91 
1991/92 
1992 
1992/93 
1993/94 
1994/95 
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W.M. Sec'y 

S.C. Gratto C.W.Carson 
G.E.MacDonald " 
F. Novak G.E.MacDonald 
A.B.B.Sewell 
A.V.Wiliiams 
R.S.Hobson 
G'williams W.A.Newbury 
J.H.Johnson 
W.M.lnglis" 
D.M.Zwicker 
R.Siwicky G.E.MacDonald 
JAStatham 
R.F.E.Kempster " 
W.T.Gordon 
M.J.Jackson 
N.B.Lillico 
B.B.Quinney 
L.W.Casey 
S.V.Campbell " 
HAMacmillan 
R'w.Price 
D.M.Campbell 
D.W.Archambault " 
G.W.Bent (May-Sep) " 
B.B.Quinney (Nov-May) " 
M.J.Jackson 
W.T.Gordon 

Tr. 

ED.Thompson 

" 

.. 

" 

" 

" 

HAMorrison 

Organist
 

W.M.lnglis
 

none 

GAMaryan 

M,W.lnglis 

WM 
I.P.M 
S.W 
J,W 
Chaplain 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
D. of C 
Organist 
S.D 
J.D 
I.G 
S.S 
J.S 
Tyler 
Historian 
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Officers of Acacia Lodge No.561; 1994/95 

W.T.Gordon 
M.J.Jackson 
DAWiliiams 
B.F.Burchili 
M.L.Larabie 
H.A.Morrison 
G.E.MacDonald 
B.B.Quinney 
M.W.lnglis 
T'w.Briggs 
GAFleck 
D.L.Hili 
S.M.Jenkyns 
H.J.Skynner 
R.S.Hobson 
A.B.B.Sewell 


